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NOTI CE 
This opinion is subject to further 
editing and modification.  The final 
version will appear in the bound 
volume of the official reports.   
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ATTORNEY di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng.     Reinstatement granted.   

 

¶1 PER CURI AM.    We r evi ew a r ef er ee' s r epor t  

r ecommendi ng t hat  Gr i cel  Echavar r i a' s l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n be r ei nst at ed.   We adopt  t he r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  

f act  and concl usi ons of  l aw and agr ee t hat  At t or ney Echavar r i a' s 

l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw shoul d be r ei nst at ed.   We di r ect  

At t or ney Echavar r i a t o pay t he cost s of  t he r ei nst at ement  

pr oceedi ng,  whi ch t ot al  $2478. 34 as of  Apr i l  5,  2007.  

¶2 At t or ney Echavar r i a was admi t t ed t o pr act i ce l aw i n 

Wi sconsi n i n 2000.   On November  17,  2003,  t hi s cour t  summar i l y 
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suspended At t or ney Echavar r i a' s  l i cense i n t he wake of  her  

convi ct i on i n f eder al  cour t  f or  conspi r acy t o pr oduce and 

t r ansf er  f al se i dent i f i cat i on document s,  count er f ei t  r esi dent  

al i en car ds,  and count er f ei t  soc i al  secur i t y car ds,  i n v i ol at i on 

of  18 U. S. C.  §§ 1028( a)  and 1546( a) ,  and 42 U. S. C.  

§ 408( a) ( 7) ( C) ,  a c l ass D f el ony.   Her  ( t hen)  husband,  Vi ct or ,  

was al so pr osecut ed i n connect i on wi t h t hi s scheme.   I n t he 

cr i mi nal  pr oceedi ng,  At t or ney Echavar r i a was sent enced t o 27 

mont hs of  i mpr i sonment .  

¶3 I n t he ensui ng di sci pl i nar y pr oceedi ng,  t hi s cour t  

accept ed a st i pul at i on t hat  t he conduct  f or  whi ch At t or ney 

Echavar r i a was convi ct ed const i t ut es a cr i mi nal  act  t hat  

r ef l ect s adver sel y on her  honest y,  t r ust wor t hi ness,  or  f i t ness 

as a l awyer ,  i n v i ol at i on of  SCR 20: 8. 4( b) .   See I n r e 

Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  Echavar r i a,  2004 WI  51,  271 

Wi s.  2d 289,  679 N. W. 2d 294.   At t or ney Echavar r i a' s l i cense t o 

pr act i ce l aw was suspended f or  a per i od of  t wo year s,  

r et r oact i ve t o t he dat e she was summar i l y suspended.   I d.  

¶4 At t or ney Echavar r i a now seeks r ei nst at ement  of  her  

l i cense t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n.   Cat her i ne Rot t i er  was 

appoi nt ed r ef er ee i n t he mat t er  and conduct ed a f or mal  hear i ng 

on t he r ei nst at ement  pet i t i on.   The r ef er ee f i l ed her  r epor t  and 

r ecommendat i on on Mar ch 23,  2007.   Nei t her  t he Boar d of  Bar  

Exami ner s ( BBE)  nor  t he Of f i ce of  Lawyer  Regul at i on ( OLR)  oppose 

t he r ef er ee' s r ecommendat i on.  

¶5 SCR 22. 31( 1)  pr ovi des t he st andar d f or  r ei nst at ement  

of  a l aw l i cense.   The pet i t i oner  has t he bur den of  



No.  2004AP499- D   

 

3 
 

demonst r at i ng " by c l ear ,  sat i sf act or y,  and convi nci ng evi dence"  

t hat  t he l awyer  has t he mor al  char act er  t o pr act i ce l aw,  t hat  

t he l awyer ' s r esumpt i on of  t he pr act i ce of  l aw wi l l  not  be 

det r i ment al  t o t he admi ni st r at i on of  j ust i ce or  subver si ve of  

t he publ i c i nt er est ,  and t hat  t he l awyer  has compl i ed wi t h SCR 

22. 26 and t he t er ms of  t he suspensi on.   I n addi t i on,  SCR 

22. 29( 4)  set s f or t h r el at ed r equi r ement s t hat  a pet i t i on f or  

r ei nst at ement  must  show.   Al l  of  t hese addi t i onal  r equi r ement s 

ar e ef f ect i vel y i ncor por at ed i nt o SCR 22. 31( 1) .  

¶6 Thi s Cour t  wi l l  adopt  a r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  f act  

unl ess t hey ar e c l ear l y er r oneous.   Concl usi ons of  l aw ar e 

r evi ewed de novo.   See I n r e Di sci pl i nar y Pr oceedi ngs Agai nst  

Car r ol l ,  2001 WI  130,  ¶29,  248 Wi s.  2d 662,  636 N. W. 2d 718.    

¶7 At t or ney Echavar r i a was f i r st  el i gi bl e t o pet i t i on f or  

r ei nst at ement  i n August  2005.   She f i l ed her  pet i t i on i n August  

2006.   The hear i ng on t hi s r ei nst at ement  pet i t i on was conduct ed 

i n Januar y 2007.   Sever al  i ndi vi dual s t est i f i ed i n suppor t  of  

At t or ney Echavar r i a' s r ei nst at ement .   Two i ndi v i dual s appear ed 

i n opposi t i on t o her  pet i t i on,  asser t i ng t hat  t he ser i ous nat ur e 

of  t he under l y i ng of f enses shoul d pr ecl ude r ei nst at ement .  

¶8 The r ef er ee f ound t hat  At t or ney Echavar r i a has not  

pr act i ced l aw dur i ng her  suspensi on.   She has compl i ed wi t h al l  

t he t er ms of  her  suspensi on,  has mai nt ai ned compet ence and 

l ear ni ng i n t he l aw,  and her  conduct  s i nce t he suspensi on has 

been " exempl ar y. "   The r ef er ee f ound t hat  At t or ney Echavar r i a 

" has f ul l y compl i ed wi t h t he t er ms of  t he or der  of  suspensi on 

and t he r equi r ement s of  SCR 22. 26. "    
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¶9 Upon r evi ew of  t he r ecor d we agr ee t hat  At t or ney 

Echavar r i a has est abl i shed by c l ear ,  sat i sf act or y,  and 

convi nci ng evi dence t hat  she has sat i sf i ed al l  t he cr i t er i a 

necessar y f or  r ei nst at ement .   We ar e mi ndf ul  of  t he concer ns 

ar t i cul at ed by t he t wo ci t i zens who opposed t hi s r ei nst at ement .  

The under l y i ng cr i me f or  whi ch At t or ney Echavar r i a was convi ct ed 

i s undoubt edl y ser i ous.   However ,  At t or ney Echavar r i a has 

accept ed r esponsi bi l i t y  f or  her  cr i mi nal  conduct ,  has ser ved her  

sent ence,  and has expr essed r emor se.  Mi chael  Har per ,  Seni or  U. S.  

Pr obat i on Of f i cer  f or  t he U. S.  Di st r i ct  Cour t  f or  t he West er n 

Di st r i ct  of  Wi sconsi n,  has advi sed t hi s cour t  t hat  hi s of f i ce 

has no obj ect i ons t o At t or ney Echavar r i a bei ng r ei nst at ed and 

l i censed t o pr act i ce l aw.   The OLR does not  oppose 

r ei nst at ement .   The r ecor d cont ai ns consi der abl e evi dence of  

At t or ney Echavar r i a' s cooper at i on wi t h l aw enf or cement  

aut hor i t i es and t he OLR,  per sonal  counsel i ng,  and ef f or t s t owar d 

r ehabi l i t at i on.   As t he r ef er ee not ed,  At t or ney Echavar r i a " has 

done ever yt hi ng t he Cour t  has asked her  t o do dur i ng t he per i od 

of  suspensi on. "   Af t er  car ef ul  consi der at i on,  we t her ef or e 

concl ude t hat  t he r ecor d bef or e t hi s cour t  suppor t s t he 

r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs t hat  At t or ney Echavar r i a has est abl i shed by 

c l ear ,  sat i sf act or y,  and convi nci ng evi dence t hat  she has 

sat i sf i ed al l  t he cr i t er i a necessar y f or  r ei nst at ement .    

¶10 Accor di ngl y,  we adopt  t he r ef er ee' s f i ndi ngs of  f act  

and concl usi ons of  l aw and we accept  t he r ef er ee' s 

r ecommendat i on t o r ei nst at e At t or ney Echavar r i a' s l i cense t o 

pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n subj ect  t o her  compl i ance wi t h 
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mandat or y cont i nui ng l egal  educat i on ( CLE)  r epor t i ng 

r equi r ement s.   We f ur t her  di r ect  At t or ney Echavar r i a t o pay t he 

cost s of  t he r ei nst at ement  pr oceedi ng.  

¶11 I T I S ORDERED t hat  t he pet i t i on f or  r ei nst at ement  of  

t he l i cense of  Gr i cel  S.  Echavar r i a t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n 

i s gr ant ed,  ef f ect i ve t he dat e of  t hi s or der ,  subj ect  t o her  

compl i ance wi t h mandat or y CLE r epor t i ng r equi r ement s.  

¶12 I T I S FURTHER ORDERED t hat  wi t hi n s i x mont hs of  t he 

dat e of  t hi s or der  Gr i cel  S.  Echavar r i a pay t o t he Of f i ce of  

Lawyer  Regul at i on t he cost s of  t hi s pr oceedi ng.   I f  t he cost s 

ar e not  pai d wi t hi n t he t i me speci f i ed,  and absent  a showi ng t o 

t hi s cour t  of  her  i nabi l i t y  t o pay t he cost s wi t hi n t hat  t i me,  

t he l i cense of  Gr i cel  S.  Echavar r i a t o pr act i ce l aw i n Wi sconsi n 

shal l  be suspended unt i l  f ur t her  or der  of  t he cour t .  

¶13 ANNETTE K.  ZI EGLER,  J. ,  di d not  par t i ci pat e.  
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